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: Olivetti began with a typewriter called M1 that was 
Sdmired by visitors to one of the many universal expositions 
S50 popular in those days: the Turin Universal Exposition of 1911. 
~ The company had already been in existence for three 
wears in a small red-brick factory located on the 
outskirts of lvrea, a town in Piedmont between the plain 
if the Po and the Alps. 
- Today there are 18 Olivetti plants around the world, 
of which 11 are in Italy and 7 abroad: in Great Britain, Spain, 
Canada, the United States, Mexico, Argentina 
and Brazil. And there are 31 foreign affiliates on five continents: 
from the oldest, Hispano Olivetti, which dates from 1929, 
to the youngest, Olivetti of Puerto Rico. General agents 
are present in more than 110 countries. Selling outlets number 
in the thousands. Olivetti employs more than 70,000 people. 
— The decision to produce typewriters meant, from the 
beginning, the choice of a special field that held great 
possibilities for the future: the field of office machines. 
To rationalize and modernize the office, to make It efficient, 
was the main goal. And if new products were needed 
to meet that goal, Olivetti was there to invent, to plan, 
to produce and to distribute them. 

Many things have changed in almost seventy years, 
but not that basic philosophy: the end is not the machine 
but the service that it must render. In other words, 
a software-oriented philosophy of production. 
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|. vince the days of the now almost legendary M1 
| the catalogue of Olivetti products has undergone continuous 
growth and expansion, in both the diachronic and synchronic 
SENse, as One would Say today:improved models, —=_—> 
_ technological innovations, and enlarged areas of application. 
_ In typewriter production ever more varied and differentiated 
_ models have been created: not only office typewriters but 
| portables for personal use, not only manual machines but 
| Increasing numbers of electric machines, up to the latest 
 €lectronic writing systems which place all the advantages 
‘Of word-processing at the service of business and 
professional offices. 
Alongside writing stands calculation, an area in which 
Olivetti has been active since 1940. In the production 
i Of printing calculators Olivetti revolutionized the world market 
and aifirmed its position as an industry leader. 
| Who does not know the name «Divisumma». revived today 
| for a new class of small electronic calculators? 
| With the experience acquired in the development of printing 
) Calculators Olivetti has been able to penetrate the market 
for accounting and invoicing machines and, more recently, 
the market for the most sophisticated systems 
for processing of commercial data. 
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And more: numeric control systems and teleprinters, 

Classifiers, filing systems and office furniture and, 

in the late fifties, the planning and realization of 

computers. [nese technological and industrial develooments 
~are continuing proof of Olivetti’s capacity to meet completely 

the challenge of its new market - a much wider market, 

that now includes not only office machines but machines 

and systems for the processing of information. 

In meeting this challenge Olivetti can take advantage of 

a special strength that distinguishes it from other industrial 

firms: the scope otf its technological and practical experience, 

retlected in the variety of its products on many grades and 

levels of complexity. ln other words, it can happen, as indeed 

it has, that a certain technological development in the area 

of typewriter production may allow for improvements in the 

planning and development of calculators or accounting 

systems. Or again, the experience acquired in producing 

teleprinters since 1937 and more recently (however 

briefly) computers, can become the deciding factor in 
realizing communication terminals. 











In our Culture, an information culture, which expresses 
itself more and more on the level of personal, individual needs, 
lie the present and the future of Olivetti. Company 
programming is constantly guided by an efficient and 
‘far-reaching research tool: a commercial organization that 

not only offers an ever-present service of consultation and 
technical assistance but also provides a vital channel of 
information between production-planning in the Olivetti 
offices and product-performance in the field. Thus Olivetti 
| IS able to anticipate the needs of the market, offering new 
| products to solve old problems, and at the same time to 

respond quickly to new needs «on the spot». 
| This two-way system has been responsible for the 
development of numerous products in the last few years: 

for example, copying machines, which complete the line 
of basic office equipment; or at a more complex level, 

Various systems Tor the collection,transmission and 
processing of data of all kinds by the most various supports, 


such as punched tape, magnetic tape cassettes, OCR, 
| display and visible records. 
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Olivetti is a company of «firsts» or «exclusives». But it 
refuses to rest on the merit of having produced the best-selling 
printing calculator in the world, or of having made available 
to industry, technical and scientific laboratories and institutes 
of learning Its famous «Programma 101», the first micro- 
computer in the world with programs recorded on magnetic 
cards and the ancestor of a successful and ever-growing 
family of microcomputers. Olivetti is also the company 
whose name Is associated with innumerable activities and 
achievements in the social, cultural and artistic tlelds. Others 
may have followed its example, but to Olivetti belongs 
the credit for having led the way in many directions. 

The evidence is everywhere: in the Olivetti plants and 
buildings, designed by the most eminent architects of the time; 
in the design of Olivetti machines, some of which are 
displayed as works of art in important museums; in the style 
of Olivetti advertising; in the numerous studies and 
oublications initiated by Olivetti in the fields of urbanism, 
socioloay, art criticism, linguistics, in which men as Illustrious 
as Le Corbusier, Neutra, Jakobson have participated. 





- a 


Mechanical and electronic technology, symbolic 
languages and printing techniques, materials science 
and ergonomics, consumer sociology and administrative 
procedures, efficiency analysis and problems of aistribution, 
learning systems and communication systems - all these 
areas now form part of research and work at Olivetti. 
| They are some index of how vast is the range of interests 
Of a company engaged in the development of instruments 
for information processing at all levels, public and private. 
They also make clear how necessary It is to give all who 


work for Olivetti a constant theoretical and practical updating, 


to Keep them professionally prepared. For men who feel 

the challenge and responsibility of their work, being part 

a Of a COOMpany of world-wide importance can have the value 
of a learning experience that transforms the place of work 
into a university ot life. 














4 
—= 
ee 


pet oS 
2 


Wier 


{ 


bal oat 
Mirae y, 


iy ¢ 


bei east lp ee 
ed ss PTA Se eeilsce t< af ‘ 














UL 


Se 


: 


f 


OP 


: 


RFD 


eS 


WE OUR PLANET SAVE OUR 





SDE py PEE IIE MIAMI EE 

















¢ 


SAVE OUR WILDERNESS 


Aered ‘ 





PANY, Fa 
NYP 
‘4p 8e 


TENN 


4 

y 

; 

J 

iS 
ey 
= 


Cy 


dd 





_ Production 


— , Se 


Olivetti manufactures manual and electric 


typewriters; automatic typing systems; 
manual and electric 

add-listing machines and electric printing 
calculators; electronic printing calculators; 
calculating machines with tabulating 
Carnage; accounting machines and 


- systems; microcomputers; production 


data recording machines; terminals; 

data collection equipment; OCR and MICR 
encoders and reading and sorting 
equipment; teleprinters and 

automatic data transmission equipment; 
numerically controlled machine tools 

and control systems; copiers; office 
furniture and filing cabinets. 


Factories 


Olivetti has 18 manufacturing or assembly 
plants, 11 in Italy and 7 abroad. 


The Italian factories are located 
as follows: 


lvrea Calculating machines; production 
data recording machines; 

MICR readers and encoders; 

numerically controlled machine tools and 
electronic control systems 

Scarmagno Electronic printing 
calculators; teleprinters and data 
transmission equipment; microcomputers; 
terminals 


Aglié Manual standard typewriters —~ 


Pozzuoli Manual and electric adding and 
calculating machines 

Marcianise Accounting and billing 
machines and systems; data collection 
equipment 

Massa Office furniture and filing cabinets 
Turin Copiers 

Crema Electric typewriters 


The plants abroad are in: 

spain (Barcelona) 

Manufacturing typewriters and 
printing calculators 

Argentina (Buenos Aires) 
Manufacturing printing calculators and 
accounting machines 

Great Britain (Glasgow) 
Manufacturing manual standard 
typewriters 
U.S.A. (Harrisburg) 

Manufacturing electric typewriters and 
electronic printing calculators 
Mexico (Mexico City) 

Manufacturing typewriters 

Brazil (Sao Paulo) 

Manufacturing manual and electric 
typewriters 

Canada (Toronto) 

Manufacturing and assembling 
typewriters 








~ Captions for illustrations 


Poster by M. Dudovich for one 
of the first Olivetti typewriters 


The businessman's travelling 


companion: the new Divisumma 18 


electronic printing calculator 
The new Logos 50/60-class 


_ electronic printing calculators 


expressly designed for office use 


7 The Editor S 14 automatic typing 
system 


The P 603 System for processing 
commercial data 


An important achievement in 
copying machines: the Copia 405 


An Olivetti achievement in the 
field of communication terminals: 
the Te 300 teleprinter 


A job and a career for young 
specialists: Olivetti R & D 
Department 

Armchair for office furniture 
(Synthesis 45 System) 

New York: the Olivetti building 
on Park Avenue 

The new Olivetti building in 
Frankfurt-am-Main designed 

by the architect Egon Eiermann 
Architectural detail of the Olivetti 
headquarters in Tokio planned 
by Kenzo Tange 


= 21 Overall view of the Olivetti plant 
in Harrisburg, Pa. (U.S.A.) 
__ designed by the architect 


i Se 
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22/23 
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24 
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~ Louis Kahn 


The Olivetti plant in Scarmagno, 
Italy, designed by Marco Zanuso 
The Olivetti Training Center in 
Haslemere, England, redesigned 
by the architect James Stirling 


27 Study sketches for the new Olivetti 
trademark 


28/29 Examples of Olivetti graphic design 


30/31 One of the important art shows 
organized by the Olivetti 
Company: an exhibit of the Mattioli 
collection in New York 


32/33 Posters for an ecology campaign 
planned by Olivetti’s Direzione 
Relazioni Culturali Disegno 
Industriale e Pubblicita. Artists: 
Calder, Fuller, Lichtenstein, 
O'Keefe, Steichen, Trova 
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